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TERM FORESTRY TECHNICIAN, GS-462-6
Nebo, North Carolina

INTRODUCTION:

The National Forests in North Carolina (NFsNC) is seeking a prescribed fire fuel technician to implement fuels management projects and serve as assistant crew boss on the Schenck CCC Fuels Crew based out of the Schenck Job Corps Center. The position will be advertised as a Term Forestry Technician, GS-462-06; it will last for at least 1 year and may be extended for up to 3 years.  The incumbent will report to the District Fire Management Officer, with a duty station in the Grandfather Ranger District Office in Nebo, North Carolina. 
This position is funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  Funds appropriated through ARRA will allow the Forest Service to implement projects directly related to accomplishing our mission to “sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations”.  NFsNC ARRA projects will restore forest health and improve facilities and infrastructure, as well as create private sector jobs.  

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT  

This advertisement is open to all U. S. citizens.  The vacancy announcement for this position will be posted in the next few weeks on the U.S. Government's official website for employment opportunities at www.usajobs.gov .  All applicants who have applied to the announcement on or before the closing dates and are found to be eligible and in the quality group will be referred to the selecting official for consideration.  

MAJOR  DUTIES:

Full qualification at the Crew Boss level is required. The crew will use a variety of hand tools (i.e. chainsaws, council rakes, pulaskis and combination tools) to conduct fuel management activities.  Some of the activities include the use of prescribed fire, mechanical fuel reduction, inventorying and monitoring.  The position will participate in resolving routine problems encountered when performing fuel management projects. The position will assist in reviewing project plans and making basic recommendations on appropriate levels of monitoring. The duties also include participating in drafting routine portions of prescribed fire/fuels management plans following the interagency template.  This involves reviewing fuel treatment alternatives.

Based on the type of work performed, taking and passing the Work Capacity Test (WCT) at the arduous level is a “condition of employment”.  The Arduous Fitness (Pack) Test consists of a three mile hike, within forty-five minutes, while carrying a forty-five pound pack. 
RELOCATION EXPENSES:
Relocation expenses are not authorized for this position.  

FOREST INFORMATION:

The NFsNC is a complex forest and covers 1,254,792 acres in 24 counties.  The forest includes 8 Ranger Districts and 3 Job Corps Centers, has approximately 200 fulltime permanent employees, and has more than 4,500 volunteers.    It is one of the most heavily visited National Forests in the nation (ranked second nationally according to NVUM) with an estimated 16 million visitors a year.  
For more detailed information about the NFsNC log on to http://www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc/.  

LOCATION – NEBO:
Nebo is a small community of eastern McDowell County. Located in the foothills of North Carolina, Nebo was named after a Methodist campground that existed before the Civil War. The primary attraction in Nebo is Lake James and the Lake James State Park located on the southern shore of the lake.  The film “The Last of the Mohicans” was filmed along the picturesque shores of Lake James.

The population of McDowell County is approximately 43,000.  Nearby Marion, the county seat, is a larger community with several shopping plazas, numerous doctors and specialists, and churches of several denominations.

The state of North Carolina has a state income tax.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Interested applicants, or those desiring further information, should contact Greg Philipp, Acting Assistant Fire Management Officer, by phone (828) 257-4805 or through e-mail: gphilipp@fs.fed.us.
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