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TERM BIOLOGICAL SCIENTIST, GS-401-11

Asheville, NC

The National Forests in North Carolina (NFsNC) is seeking a Project Leader to manage a variety of forest health related activities.  The position will be advertised as a Biological Scientist, GS-401-11; it will last for at least 1 year and may be extended for up to 3 years.  The incumbent will report to the NFsNC Ecosystem, Forest, and Fire Management Staff Officer, with a duty station in the NFsNC Forest Supervisor’s office, Asheville, North Carolina.  

This position is funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  Funds appropriated through ARRA will allow the Forest Service to implement projects directly related to accomplishing our mission to “sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations”.  NFsNC ARRA projects will restore forest health and improve facilities and infrastructure, as well as create private sector jobs.  

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT:  

This advertisement is open to all U.S. citizens.  The vacancy announcement for this position will be posted in the next few weeks on the U.S. Government's official website for employment opportunities at www.usajobs.gov.    All applicants who have applied to the announcement on or before the closing date and who are found to be eligible and in the quality group will be referred to the selecting official for consideration.  

MAJOR  DUTIES:

As Project Leader, the incumbent will be responsible for developing and cultivating partnership opportunities for activities within the Forest as part of implementing the ARRA projects.  Duties will include, but are not limited to, leading the development of cooperative partnerships related to the management of natural resources on the Forest, developing methods, procedures, and guidelines for implementing the ARRA projects through partnerships, formulating short and long-term objectives for partnership activities, and monitoring the accomplishments and activities of the projects associated with ARRA. The types of projects the incumbent will be working on include invasive species and noxious weed control treatments, aquatic monitoring, high mountain bald restoration, and other forest health-related activities.  These projects could be located in several areas of the National Forests, so overnight travel may be required.
RELOCATION EXPENSES:
Relocation expenses are not authorized for this position.  

FOREST INFORMATION:

The NFsNC is a complex forest and covers 1,254,792 acres in 24 counties.  The forest includes 8 Ranger Districts and 3 Job Corps Centers, has approximately 200 fulltime permanent employees, and has more than 4,500 volunteers.    It is one of the most heavily visited National Forests in the nation with an estimated 16 million visitors a year.  
For more detailed information about the NFsNC log on to http://www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc/.  

LOCATION:

Asheville is located in the Southern Appalachian Mountains of western North Carolina.  The elevation of the city is about 2,200 feet surrounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains with many peaks above 5,000 feet.  The area has four distinct seasons with high temperatures in the summer averaging in the low 80’s and winter temperatures averaging in the 40’s.  Rainfall for the city is 55 to 60 inches per year with areas in the surrounding mountains averaging over 80 inches per year.

Asheville is the largest city in Western North Carolina with a population of over 70,000.  It is the regional center for health care, banking, professional services, manufacturing, and transportation.  The Asheville Regional Airport serves the area with jet service and commuter airlines.   Major highway access to Asheville is excellent with interstate 40 passing east-west and interstate 26 passing north-south through the city.

For more information about the Asheville area contact the Asheville Chamber of Commerce at 828/258-6101 or visit them at http://www.ashevillechamber.org./
CONTACT INFORMATION:
For further information please contact Chris Frisbee, NFsNC Ecosystem, Forest and Fire Management Staff Officer by phone (828) 257-4251 or through e-mail: cfrisbee@fs.fed.us.
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